
5th Grade in a Nutshell     
 
Reading – In fifth grade you will read to be entertained, read to be informed and read to be 
inspired. Yes, books do that don’t they? READING is my life and it will be yours too in the 
coming year. I especially love read alouds and cannot wait to begin our first tale together. 
Our classroom is brimming with books. Be prepared; this year you will do lots of 
independent reading at school and at home and share your thinking with partners, teachers, 
parents, book clubs, even authors. 
 
Writing – You will continue to develop your writer’s voice through narrative, essay and 
informative writing. You will master strong summarizing skills and be introduced to 
research writing as important preparation for middle school. You will gain competency in 
note taking and writing clearly about what you have read in your OWN words. Poetry will 
also be a pivotal aspect of our literary expression throughout the year. 
 
Math: You will show tremendous growth in fifth grade math, especially in fractions, decimals, 
division and measurement. Here’s the secret to success: Know that your brain actually grows 
when you make mistakes, so we expect you to make lots of them! We’ll also teach you to look at 
math in new and different ways than what you may be used to! 
 
Social Studies/History – E pluribus unum ~ out of many one. Those are words you will come to 
know and explore this year. We begin with the growth and development of the 13 English 
Colonies, the war for independence and the founding of a new nation. We learn how 13 states grew 
to be 50, the struggle over slavery, the Civil War and the Civil Rights movement one hundred 
years later.  Here’s a little secret, but don’t spread it around too much. (Mrs. Hoehlein desperately 
loves history and used to wish she was born in colonial times when she was your age). 
 
Science – In fifth grade you actively engage in scientific observation and experimentation. 
Science will be an engaging and collaborative experience where you will develop models of 
all kinds to demonstrate your thinking. We will kick off the year learning about the Earth’s 
water and apply our knowledge by designing and testing water filters! Next we will move 
into our Ecosystems and Earth, Sun, Moon, and Gravity units. We’ll also learn about 
composting and conduct some very cool experiments as we learn about states of matter. You 
will be successful scientists and engineers by year’s end!  
 
Beyond the Classroom Learning: Special programs come to Potter Road to bring learning to 
life. You will take part in a historical reenactment, meet a local author and engage in hands on 
activities to better understand how the world works.  Fifth graders also walk in the footsteps of 
history and as scientists out in the “field” through engaging field trips.  
 
Community Service: As fifth graders you serve as role models for Potter Road by 
participating in service projects and clubs at PRS. Mostly, your everyday attitudes and 
kindnesses to others are how you serve our K-4th graders BEST!  


